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our cars from agricultural products, doesn’t 
it, as opposed to oil? 

And so thank you for setting such a good 
example. We’re really glad you’re here. You 
know, good environmental policy requires 
Federal effort, but it also requires State ef-
fort and local effort and volunteer effort. All 
of us need to pitch in to make—to conserve 
the land and make this country as beautiful 
as can be. And by being here today, you’re 
showing a strong commitment for the future 
of our country. And we’re blessed that we’ve 
got people like you that are willing to do what 
you did. 

So I want to welcome you. I want to wel-
come you all; I want to welcome your teach-
ers. Thank you for being here. Thanks for 
teaching. I want to welcome your parents. 
I really appreciate you raising such good 
folks. And I want to welcome the EPA Ad-
ministrator to announce the awards. God 
bless, thanks for coming. 

[At this point, Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency Stephen L. John-
son introduced the award recipients from 
each region, and the President congratulated 
them.] 

The President. Thanks for coming. Con-
gratulations. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:59 p.m. in Room 
450 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Of-
fice Building. In his remarks, he referred to 
Debbie Johnson, wife of EPA Administrator John-
son; and Richard E. Greene, Evironmental Pro-
tection Agency Region VI Administrator. 

Proclamation 8003—National 
Physical Fitness and Sports Month, 
2006 
April 20, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
For 50 years, the President’s Council on 

Physical Fitness and Sports has helped indi-
viduals, schools, communities, businesses, 
and organizations promote healthy lifestyles. 
During this year’s National Physical Fitness 
and Sports Month, we celebrate the Coun-

cil’s 50th anniversary and underscore our Na-
tion’s strong commitment to health, physical 
activity, and fitness. 

President Dwight D. Eisenhower founded 
the President’s Council on Youth Fitness in 
1956 to encourage America’s youth to make 
fitness a priority. He wrote that year, ‘‘Our 
young people must be physically as well as 
mentally and spiritually prepared for Amer-
ican citizenship.’’ The Council later became 
the President’s Council on Physical Fitness 
and Sports, including people of all ages and 
abilities and promoting fitness through sports 
and games. 

Today, the Council continues to play an 
important role in promoting fitness and 
healthy living in America. My HealthierUS 
Initiative provides simple steps to help citi-
zens live longer and better lives, and millions 
of young people and adults have participated 
in the President’s Challenge awards program. 
The Council’s website, fitness.gov, has infor-
mation about these programs and other ways 
Americans can improve their health through 
physical activity. By exercising regularly and 
maintaining healthy eating habits, individuals 
can feel better and reduce their risk of chron-
ic health conditions like obesity, diabetes, 
heart disease, and cancer. An active lifestyle 
also creates opportunities for friends and 
family to spend time together and enjoy var-
ious forms of exercise, such as biking, hiking, 
and team sports. The medical benefits, in-
creased self-confidence, and stress reduction 
that can come from athletic activity help con-
tribute to a healthier, more productive Na-
tion. 

I urge children, teens, and all Americans 
to make time every day for exercise and to 
encourage family, friends, and neighbors to 
live healthier lives by participating in physical 
fitness activities. As President Kennedy said 
at the 1961 Youth Fitness Conference, ‘‘We 
do not want in the United States a nation 
of spectators. We want a nation of partici-
pants in the vigorous life.’’ 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim May 2006 as Na-
tional Physical Fitness and Sports Month. I 
call upon the people of the United States to 
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make daily exercise a priority. I encourage 
individuals, community organizations, and 
schools to celebrate with physical and athletic 
activities and to work toward the great na-
tional goal of an active, fit America. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this nineteenth day of April, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand six, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:49 a.m., April 21, 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on April 24. 

Proclamation 8004—National 
Volunteer Week, 2006 
April 20, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Throughout our country, volunteers make 

America stronger and better by reaching out 
to help their neighbors in need. During Na-
tional Volunteer Week, we recognize the mil-
lions of individuals who dedicate their time, 
talents, and energy to making a difference 
in the lives of others and reaffirm our com-
mitment to supporting these soldiers in the 
armies of compassion. 

In the 1830s, a Frenchman named Alexis 
de Tocqueville visited our Nation and saw 
that the secret to America’s success was our 
talent for bringing people together for the 
common good and our willingness to serve 
a cause greater than self. Today, the great 
strength of America is still found in the hearts 
and souls of our people. By making a com-
mitment to service, integrity, and good citi-
zenship, our Nation’s volunteers show their 
gratitude for the blessings of freedom and 
help build a more hopeful future for our chil-
dren and grandchildren. 

Since we created USA Freedom Corps in 
2002, my Administration has matched mil-

lions of willing volunteers with opportunities 
to serve in their communities. These kind- 
hearted individuals help people who hurt, 
mentor children who need love, feed those 
who are hungry, and shelter those who need 
homes. In the aftermath of the devastating 
hurricanes of 2005, people throughout our 
great Nation opened their hearts to help the 
Gulf Coast recover and rebuild. We will con-
tinue to foster the efforts of the millions who 
care deeply about the future of our country 
and the plight of their fellow citizens. Ameri-
cans can find more information about volun-
teer service opportunities in their own home-
towns by visiting the USA Freedom Corps 
website at volunteer.gov. 

Our Nation is a force for freedom and 
prosperity, and our greatness is measured by 
our character and how we treat one another. 
During National Volunteer Week, and 
throughout the year, we appreciate the mil-
lions of volunteers across America and strive 
to be a more compassionate and decent soci-
ety. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim April 23 through 
April 29, 2006, as National Volunteer Week. 
I call upon all Americans to recognize and 
celebrate the important work that volunteers 
do every day throughout our country. I also 
encourage citizens to explore ways to help 
their neighbors in need and serve a cause 
greater than themselves. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this nineteenth day of April, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand six, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:49 a.m., April 21, 2006] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on April 24. 
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